Directors' Report

It has been possibly one of the busiest years for Libra. At the last AGM we reported on the successful completion of the filming for "Beside the seaside…"After we came back from the Easter break we had the last touches to put to the preparations for the final live performances. 

Beside the Seaside…

After the  pattern established the previous year with "This Island's Mine" the performances were planned to take place at the Junction Theatre and then at the Pulse Festival in Ipswich. In true Libra fashion we could not simply do a repeat of the previous year, and so two new challenges were set. The first to perform an extra matinee performance at the Junction, which would not only mean us needing to at least double our audience figures but also perform the show twice in one day; the second to get to grips with a new space for the Pulse Festival, the beautiful St Nicholas church.

As we have come to expect from the group, expectations were not only met but wildly surpassed. Stage Manager Liz King did a great job with both technical and moral support.

Audience figures for both the matinee and evening show at the Junction were fantastic and the show was extremely well received. The idea of having a "promenade" section proved really successful with the audiences and they flooded into the main acting area at the beginning, middle and end of the show to look at the various sideshows on display. The video kiosks, playing the short films we had filmed earlier in the year, attracted a lot of attention and the "Neptune" photo-me had Theresa Pollington and Sai-Tong Man run off their feet printing out souvenir postcards. Artwork from Linford W was on display and the comedy policeman kept everyone under control, even when the younger members of the audience got over enthusiastic with the bouncing beach ball. We had the great fortune of having the show video-ed by two sources, one from the back of the auditorium by Mr Lightowler and the other from the balcony by Tim Welton. These two recording were later combined into a full length video of the show, which was made available for purchase to members by Theresa Pollington.

Once again we wondered how we could top the Cambridge experience at Ipswich. But top it we did. The setting of St Nicholas church was very different, since we were performing during the day and there is no blackout, but that only seemed to add to the atmosphere rather than detract from it and the show was hugely poplular with the audience of around 40. This time the day was recorded by Pulse photographer Ben King and the photos are on the Libra website. We were exceptionally pleased with the outcome of the project and our thanks go not just to the cast and technicians who worked so hard to make the performances as good as they were, but also to all those who helped with costume, set, filming, driving and the distribution of water and good advice and of course also huge thanks to our funders.

Over the summer meetings were had to scope out the following years work and a major decision was proposed and subsequently passed by the committee; that we would not do a public performance in the summer of 2007, but work on a film project which could be included in a public performance in 2008. The reasons for this were twofold. Firstly the time needed to put in funding applications meant that we were always very close to deadlines and sometimes were asked to make commitments before all of the funding had been secured; and secondly the elements of film which had been a part of "Beside the seaside…" were so successful that we wanted to expand the work and experience in film. So we started to raise money for a performance in 2008 and started work in the regular sessions on the scenes which would become the basis for the film project which were to be small "sketches" about British Monarchs and so we started "King and Queens" or as it has latterly become known  "Rotten Royals"

Rotten Royals

The autumn term sessions were taken by Theresa Pollington and Sheila Gosling who created some brilliant scenes  around the story of Mary and Elizabeth APC Tim Welton took over after Christmas and added scenes about William the Conqueror, King John and King James. We also focussed on using small video cameras which the group themselves operated and we made some experimental films in the sessions in order to become more acquainted with various film-making techniques. By the end of the Spring term all the artistic elements were in place to prepare for the "shoot" which would take place sometime in the summer term. Not having the pressure of a public performance, we could leave the filming until later in the year, in the hope of better weather; we had been really lucky the previous year at Hunstanton, but we could hardly expect to have that luck repeated. 

We had hoped that we would be able to film the scenes at Colchester Castle, but despite sterling efforts by Theresa to convince them, the logistics were becoming too complex. Then Theresa succeeded in establishing a relationship with English Heritage who offered Orford Castle on the Suffolk coast as a film venue. Once costumes were secured - partly from Cambridge County Costume store and partly from the hands of Lesley Rawlinson -  we were ready to shoot the film, with the assistance once again of Ray Burnside from Elstree DV, and the date was set for June 16th 2007.

